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HARI BHAKTA PARAYAN

Shree Charudatta Aphale

Shree Charudatta Govindaswami
Aphale 1s renowned all over India as
well as internationally as a 'Rashriya
Kirtankar'. He was trained in the art
of Kirtana by his parents (Late
Govindswami Aphale and Late
Sudhatai Aphale.) The Kirtana
tradition has been in the Aphale
family for over four hundred
years. Having received education
in classical and semi-classical
music, he also received training
under the guidance of Mr. Mukund
Gokhale, Madhukar Khadilkar, Pt.
Sharad Gokhale, Pt. Padmakar
Kulkarni, Pt. Vijay Bakshi, Pt.
Agashebua, JaymalaShiledar, Rajeev
Paranjape, among others.

He pursued his Bachelor's in Marathi
and his Mastet's in Music. Under
Mumbai University, he also
completed his Ph.D with a thesis on
Bhakti Sangeet, Kirtani Sangeet, and
Marathi Natya Sangeet in India.







Kirtan

The Aphale Gharana is native to the
foothills of Mahuli, Sajjangarh. The
practice of Kirtans has been a
tradition in the family since the time
of Samartha Ramdas. Aphale Bua has
retained this tradition faithfully and
religiously. Today, he 1s a leading
Kirtankar in the Kirtan field. In the
span of 35 years between 1988 to
2023, he has delivered mote than
10,000 kirtans and religious
preachings. He has performed his
kirtans in Maharashtra, Gujarat,
Bengal, Karnataka, Delhi and other
states in India, and numerous times in
other countties like America, Canada,
Dubai, Kuwait, Australia, and New
Zealand, to name a few. Charudatta
Aphale regularly provides kirtan
training to new students and also
teaches at several kirtan institutes.




Kirtan

‘Bhaktiyog can transform

Kirtankar Charudatta Aphale inaugurating Aashadhi Kirtan Mahotsav, while Dilip Dabir and Asha
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Sawdekar look on. (R) Charudatta Aphale presenting the Kirtan.

n to saint

(Pics by Anil Futane )

B Staff Reporter

SAWATA Mali, a true gardener
has sown a seed of bhaks, start-
ed nurturing the garden of love
and compassion with the help of
the water of devotion and fertiliz-
er of true faith. His life is a les-
son to learn that how a true devo-
tion can change a person from an
ordinary man (o 4 saint, said not-
ed Kirtankar Charudatta Aphale
from Pune.

Aphale further stated that Sawata
Mali was a true devotes of Lord

Sawalapurkar and Anuradha
Kurhekar welcomed the guests.
Prabha Deuskar conducted the pro-
ceedings and introduced Charudata
Aphale,

Aphale started Kirtan with
Purvaranga. He nicely presented
anabhang Dewachive Dvwari Ubhas
Kshanbhari of Saint Doyaneshwar
from Haripath. Inavery lucid man-
ner he explained the hidden secrets
mentioned by Saimnt Dnyaneshwar
in this abhanga.

How one can reach to God? How
can one get rid of all the worries,

Today's programme

ON THE second day of four-
day-long Ashadhi Kirtan
Mahotsava Charudatia Aphale
will deliver the Kirtan. The
programme will be held at
Saraswati Mandir, Ram Nagar,
Ex-MP Banwarilal Purchitwill
preside over the programme.

given number of examples from
the lives of Saint Dnyaneshwar,




Themes of the Kirtans

Autobiographies of Saint Kanhopatra,
Saint Namdeyv, Saint Eknath, Saint
Tukaram, Saint Dnyaneshwar among
others.

Historical biographies of Shivaji Maharaj,
Maharana Pratap, Rani Laxmibai,
Sambhaji Maharaj, Bajirao Peshwa.

Biographies of social reformers like
Mahatma Phule, Maharishi Karve,
Babasaheb, Ambedkar, Shahu Maharaj.

Biographies of many freedom fighters
like Swatantra Veer Savarkar, .okmanya
Tilak, Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose,
Mahatma Gandhi, Bhagat Singh,
Chandrasekhar Azad.

He has presented Kirtans on topics like
‘How to cultivate sorghum’ for
Akashwani, and on topics like 'Pani Adwa
Pani Jirwa' and 'Waste Elimination' for
government programs, as well as on
‘Diabetes’ for the Diabetic association in
Pune. The Indian surgical strike is another
topic he has craftily demonstrated
through his Kirtan.




Plays performed Role

Sangeet Shakuntal ... King Dushyant
Sangeet Soubhadra ... Narad
.................................................................. Arjun
.................................................................. Krishna
Sangeet Sanshaykallol ... Ashwin Sheth
Sangeet Maanapamaan ... Dhairyadhar
Sangeet Kaanhopatra ... Saint Chokhamela
Sangeet Vidyaharan ... Devguru Kach
Sangeet Matsyagandha ... Paraashar
Sangeet Laavani Bhulali Abhangaala ... Saint Nilobaraay
Sangeet Aatun Kirtan Varun Tamasha ... Haridasbua
Sangeet Ithe Aasholala Mrutyu ... Santaaji
To Mi Navhech Gaayakbua
Sangeet Katyaar Kaljaat Ghusli .. Young Sadashiv,
.......................... Kha Saheb
Sangeet Ranadundubhi ... Tejaswini

.o

Sangeet Swar Sama] 1 o Gangaadharbua




SHONVINIOAYdH
YHLVAHL TVOISON



Performances

Since his schooling years, he has embodied several
roles in many musicals. He also worked as an organ
accompanist in Kirti Shiledar’s drama company. He
played the role of young Sadashiv in the play
‘Katyaar Kaljaat Ghusl’ and now has now taken on
the role of the most principal character of the play,
‘Kha Saheb’ previously played by Pandit Vasantrao
Deshpande.

Under the able guidance of Vijay Gokhale, he
played the role of Gangadhar Bua in Rang Sharada
Pratishthaan’s play ‘Swar Samradnyi’. Similarly, he
has also performed in many plays of the Zadepatti
form of theatre near Nagpur.

He presents educational programs on Marathi
theatre music like 'Vaibhav Natya Sangeetache' and
'Ek Natak Ek Baithak'. He has also been blessed
with guidance on performance of theatrical music
from Rajeev Paranjape. In the year 2000, on the



occasion of the birth centenary of Master

Dinanath Mangeshkar, Bharat Natya

Sanshodhan Mandir presented

‘Ranadundubhi’- a play made famous by

Dinanath Mangeshkar himself. The female

role of “Tejaswini’, previously presented by A
Deenanath himself, was portrayed by Mr.
Aphale.
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Toartha ¥ithal- Nshotra Vithal a show hased on the
storias of our saints written by Chandrudatts Aaphale
and direciod by Swdhir Mungl will ba staged at Bharat
Matya Mandir at 5.30 pm




Doordarshan, Cinema

He is a recognised artist of Akashwani and Doordarshan.

1. In 1995, he acted in ‘Marmabandha’, a television serial on
Tilak and Agarkar.

2. His Kirtans were broadcasted on DD 10 channel’s
Ganeshdarshan.

3. 'Television Interviews -
T. M. R program
M2G2 program
Saam Marathi Channel- Madhura program
E-TV- Paripoorna Kitchen
Z.ee Marathi- Kitchen Kalakaar

4. He performed theatre music in the Soortaal program, and
anchored (Nirupan) several devotional programs.

5. For two consecutive months, he conducted sermons on
Manobodh on E-TV Marathi.

6. He carried out a month-long Kirtan program on Star Maza on
the occasion of the Pandhari Waari.

7. For 5 years he anchored the Ganesh Visarjan Miravnuk
program on E-TV.

8. He recited the Dnyaneshwari on Zee Marathi channel, the
occasion of the Chaaturmaas.




10.
11,

12.
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Played Kirtans for the ‘ABP Maza’ channel on the occasion
of Ram Mandir’s Sheelpooja.

Played numerous Kirtans for Zee Talkies ‘Gajar Kirtanacha’.
Narrated for every episode of the serial ‘Nuksh1’ on Star
Pravaah as well as for ‘Ghetla Vasaa Taaku Nako’ on Zee
Marathi.

He played the role of Dnyaandev in the movie ‘Sant Naamdev’.
In Hemant Banerjee's documentary on Balgandharva, he
undertook the role of Balgandharva himself, as well as the
female characters Balgandharva presented. This
documentary was bestowed with a government award.

He performed as Balgandharva’s female character in the
Lokraaja Shahu Maharaj program televised on DD 10.

He performed Kirtans and was a playback singer for
Marathi movies including Tinhisanja, Made in China,
Balgandharva and Hambirrao.

He also acted in a documentary on Savarkar produced by
Prem Vaidya.

Played the role of Pandit Vinayakbua Patwardhan for a
National award-winning short film on Pt. D.V Paluskar
produced by Mrs. Anjali Kirtane.




Other programs (CDs)

1. He has been a part of ‘Lokakala Maharashtracht’,
a program rich in its inclusion of Ovis, Bharuda,
Powada, and so on. On special occasions, he still
performs on the show.

2. He presents poetic singing on the life of Savarkar
in programs like ‘Savarkar Gatha’ and ‘Jay
Mrutyunjay’.

3. With his Kirtans, Zapata company has produced a
set of biographies of 10 saints.

4. 'Kirtan Mahabharata', a 15-cassette set of kirtans
based on characters from the Mahabharata, has
been released by Alurkar Music House. It is

currently available at Neelam Audio Company,
Mohan Ranade.

5. A cassette on Kirtans based on Shree Ganesh’s
story has been released by Venus Company and 1s

now available at Neelam Audio Company, Mohan
Ranade.

6. A CD called ‘Kirtanarang’ which is a treasure trove
of information on how to perform Kirtanas has
also been released by Mr. Alurkar. This CD 1s used
today as a blueprint and a guide for directing and
training students 1n Kirtan schools and Music
schools.

Hieel-threlth ] TITH..




7. 'Today, he 1s working to popularise historical stories

and stories of great Saints among students with
the help of slide shows.

8. Under the guidance of Mr. Sudhir Mungi, he wrote
and presented a three-hander play on stories of
Saints. This play, titled “Teerth Vitthal Kshetra
Vitthal’, was performed at various theatres with
great ardour.

9. Presented a very unique program called ‘Kirtan
Kathak’- a wonderful union of Kathak and Kirtan
along with the widely renowned dance guru
Pandita Maneesha Sathe.




Lectures and demonstrations

1. Manipal University- Demonstrations and lectures
on Kirtani music and Marathi theatre music for
students pursuing a degree in music.

2. Ramanand University, Nanded- Demonstrations
and lectures on Kirtani music and Marathi theatre
music.

3. Raja Mansingh Tomar School of Arts and Music,
Gwalior- Demonstrations and lectures on Kirtani

Music and Marathi Theatre Music.

4. Ninasam Sagara Vidyalaya, Karnataka-
Demonstrations and Lectures on Marathi Theatre
Music

5. Demonstrations and lectures on Kirtani music and
Marathi theatre music for students pursuing

degrees 1n Music in several colleges across
Maharashtra.

6. Demonstration and Lecture on Kirtana in a

seminar on ‘Indian Devotional Music’ organised by
NCPA Mumbai and Sangeet Natak Akademi.

7. Demonstrations and lectures on Marathi theatre
music in many different Maharashtra Mandals

abroad.

Domg Pune proud

Here's prfiting the forrr tnlented
youngsters from the city, who did
Pune proud by bagging the Aasha
Foundition wwards held vesterday,
for excellence in their respective
fhedds. A tete-a-tete with musician
Afroze  Firnemibadi, entreprencur
Jupdish Pawar, kirtankar Charu-
datt Aphale and Sanskrit scholar
(Tor vedas ) Bhagyashree
Karnndikar on being the chosen
nnes,




Awards and Honors

Pune Marathi Granthaalay Patankar Award
Akhil Bharatiya Natya Parishad Pulaskar Award

Shahir Hinge Yuwa Kalagaurav Award ... 2001
Pune KiAshaAward ... 2002
Master Deenanath Mangeshkar Award ... 2003
Samaj Prabodhan Award ... 2005
Balgandharva Award o 2013
Rashtriya Kirtan Samrat

(Kumbhamela- Narendracharya Maharaj) ... 2015
Kirtan Muni Award 2016
Samarth Seva Award (Sajjangad) ... 2018
Satara Bhushan Award . 2020
Jiva Mahale Award (Pratapgad Utsav Samiti)....... 2021
Samaj Shikshak Award (Talwalkar Trust) ... 2023
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Positions and
Committee Membership

Worked as a Maharashtra Representative at Union
Ministry's Sangeet Natak Academy from 2018 to 2022.

He has been an active member of the Advisory Committee
ot Maharashtra State Pandharpur Devasthan Board.

Currently he is the member of the committee of Marathi

Sangeet Natak gazetteer of state government of
Maharashtra.

He’s active in the committee of Savarkar Gaurav Yatra,
2023- State of Maharashtra.

ICCR empanelled artist (sincel6/12/99 — under light
music)

Acted as the coordinator and Kirtan teacher for the ‘Kirtan
Vishwa’ segment of ‘Marathi Vishwa Parishad’ initiative.

He works as a professor of Kirtana in Bharati Vidyapeeth
(Untversity).

He serves as an examiner for the Kirtan exams in Kalidas
University, Ramtek.

Works as a consultant in Narad Mandir Sanstha.

Is a part of the Advisory Committee of Sanskaar Bharati,
Pune.







Foreign Tours

He was invited to many Maharashtra mandal in several
countries for performances and lectures on kirtan and
marathi natya sangeet for the promotion and
dissemination of our Indian culture.

1999 United States of America
2001 United States of America
.............................. Canada
2006 Australia
2010 ... UAE - Kuwait
.............................. United States of America
2013 UAE
2016 SriLanka
2017 Qatar
2018 UAE
.............................. Australia
2019 United States of America
.............................. New Zealand




Social Responsibility

With the traditional topics, Aphale also caters to and
involves social topics like 'How to cultivate sorghum' for
farmers, 'water conservation' and 'waste management and
elimination' for government programmes, 'diabetes' for
diabetic patients and many more in kirtan to create
awareness and understanding of these subjects in people.

Aphale is Master in rashtriya kirtan which means he
includes the stories of our real heroes of India like freedom
fighters of India, Army officers of India which motivates
younger generation to be the responsible citizen of India
and to respect our soldiers. It also ignites the patriotism in
our young minds and look up to these freedom fighters and
soldiers as their role model.

Aphale has performed kirtan several times for prisoners in
Yerawada jail of Pune to motivate them for better life and
the practice of positive thinking in their daily routine.
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For the past 10 years Aphale family gives awards and
appreciate social workers and the police officers who have
done the extraordinary work in their field. It includes the
memento, shawl and the cash which is given in the memory
of late Govindswami Aphale (father of Charudatta
Aphale).

Performed specials shows of marathi sangget natak ' Katyar
Kaljaat Ghusali' which were done for the support of
victims of earthquake in Bhuj, India.

In the tough times of corona, Aphale and his wife
supported the working police officers and volunteers by
giving them the all kind of help they wanted.

For the past several years Aphale 1s dedicating the 50% of
his income for the education of underprivileged children.
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Jayo Stute Jayo
Stute... reverberates
desplte heavy rains

(Above) Dr Vilas Dangre light-
ing the traditional lamp on
the fifth day’s kirtan on
Swatantrayaveer Sawarkar
on Thursday. Also seen are
Sudhakar Deshmukh,
Ramesh Mantri, Girish Vyas,
Suresh Mohrail, Dr Rilip
Dabir and Prof Girish
Deshmukh. (Right)
Charudatta Aaphale from
Pune presenting a kirtan.

E Staff Reporter

HEAVY rains stopped the flow
of Charudatta Aaphale otherwise
the fire of self-respect and nation-
ality 1gmited by Aaphale would
have spread like a wind in city.
Swatantrayaveer Sawarkar 1s a
name of constant struggle in all
adverse conditions.

Sawarkar was a person who
had all imtellect, wisdom , dmowl-

Pics by Satish Raut

—_—

edge but was denied credit of the
same by Britishers and by Indians
after Independence. Number of
forces have tried their level best
to defeat Sawarkar on all levels
but still he is alive in the heart and
mind of each Hindu. After death,
his soul is facing struggle. Even

(Contd on page 5)



Charudatta Aaphale: Shaping
e-wings to Kirtan

B By Chaitanyya S Deshpande

RASHTRIY A Kirtan Mahotsava is
receiving remarkable response from
youth. But can you imagine a
Kirtankar a5 a youth icon? One who
delivers lengthy lectures on implau-
sible Purana that can attract the Gen
X like never before? Making this
possible is revolutionary. But not
for Charudatta Aaphale, a man com-
mitted to making revolutions.
Charudatta’s dedication to Rashiriya
Kirtan made him the global ambas-
sador of this unique art. Charudatta,
better known as Aaphale Guruji
among youths, has large number
of followers all over the globe.
Besides his popular fan club on
youth's heartbeat website Orkut, two
other e-fan clubs on international-
level are dedicated to him. All these
fan clubs are moderated by the
youths and almost all members of
these fan clubs are from young intel-
lectual brigade of World Wide Web.

Moreover, Aaphale is probably
the only Kirtankar whose Kirtans
are available on You Tube and
Google video. One can easily view
and download the clippings from
his famous Lirtans after a simple
web search. Marathi Mandal of
Australia dedicated a special web-
page to him as well as a group of
NRIs from USA run another e-fans
club of the &irfan icon, Whart gual-
ities have drawn together a universal
prop up for the man?

Charudatta is representative of
generation next of Rashiriya Kirtan.
The artof kirtan is an ancestral gift
to him as his father, Govindswami
Aaphale was the pioneer of Rashtriya
Kinan, Charudata is trained under
the legendary kirtankars Dholebuwa,
Ghaghbuwa and Sundarbuwa
Marathe, During the last 20 years
of his kirtan career, Charudatta has
been traveling all over the country
as well as abroad and has conduct-
ed over 4,500 kirfan programmes.
Most renowned cassettes industries
like “Venus', ‘Alurkar’, “Zapata'

and “Varadhast" have produced
numerous casseties and CDs of
Charudatta, religious as well as ded-
icated to martyrs of Indian freedom

struggle. His kinan on
Swatantryaveer Savarkar 15 most
famous as itis full of positive aggres-
sion and groundbreaking thoughts.
It"s available on You Tube as one
of his disciples from USA,
Guruprasad uploaded it for all.
Charudarta’s attachment with youth
also reveals through his work from
the development of kirian as an art.
He imparts training to the students
of kirtan through Kirtan-kul,

Kirtan is known as blending of
all 64 arts mentioned in [ndian cul-
ture. Charudatta alsoexcels in many
arts among these. Besides per-
forming kirtans, Aaphale is one of
the hest actors on Marathi stage.
His forte is musical dramas and his
excellent acting skills enabled him
to enact most of the pivotal char-
acters in Indian mythology. King
Dushyant, Devarshi Narad, Saint
Chokhamela, Lord Shrikrishna plus
many other contemporary charac-
ters like Gangadharbuwa, Nilobarai
and Khansaheb. For his outstand-
ing performances, he has been proud
recipient of Akhil Bharatiya Matya
Parishad Award for consecutive
three years.

In a documentary on Rajarshi
Shahu Maharaj, Charudanta played
akey-role of legend of Marathi musi-
cal stage, Balgandharva. In a
National Award winning docu-
mentary on Balgandharva, he played
the real life male individual as well
as the female characters portrayed
by Balgandharva. He also portrayed
Saimt Gyaneshwar in a documen-
tary on Saint Namdeo.

On the occasion of birth cente-
nary of another illustrious singer,
actor Master Deenanath - Charudatta
staged the late actor's epic play
‘Ranadundubhi’ in which he por-
trayed the lead female character,

Charudatta is a talented student
and analyst of the Natya Sangeet
and Indian Classical music. Through
his stage shows and television
appearances, his singing talent 1s
well admired.

Besides all this, his poetry singing
has also gained tremendous popu-
larity. His famous “Jay Mrityunjay™
on the life of Swatantryaveer
Savarkar comprised 40 songs com-
posed and sung by him and has com-
pleted 50 shows tll date,

Through his Kimans, Aaphale
Guruji conveyed the message for
all-round development of nation. His
views are vivid, words are straight-
forward and intention is a strong
youth. About 40-year old Kirtankar
wishes for a strong, independent
and confident youth, all set to fly
high with firm bonding with the
cultural and religious foundation of
India. Today's youth is inspired by
his overall appearance and his devo-
tion to the empowerment of the
nation. That is why he is globally
acclaimed and become the first ever
e-kirtankar of India.

Through his e-appearances,
Aaphale Guruji is shaping the glob-
al wings for the divine eagle of
Rashtriya Kiran. So, if you missed
his today's Kirtan from the
Mahotsava, don't be upset, Just log
on to “You Tube’ and hit the search-
box for today’s Kirtan.
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(Abowe) From left: MLC
Parinay Fuke, Pramukh
Sanchalika of Rashtra
Sevika Samiti Shantakdka,
Charudatta Aphale,
Jitendranath Maharaj, Dikp
Salpekar, Rambhau
Khandwe, HSS Mahanagar
Sanghachalak Rajesh Loya,
Kanchan Gadkari and others
at the insugural function of
Swatantryaveer Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar Kirtan
Maholsav hold at Shraddhey
Shn Babamahara) Salpekar
Kirtan Parsar, Shn Ram
Mandir premises, Ram
Nagar. (Right] Charudatta
Aphale delivering the
naugural kirtan on
Mahaparakrami Shrimant
Bajrao Peshwe’,

M bras Bmdl Doltamad

Rashtriy Kirtankar

Dr. Charudatta Govindswami Aphale

1921, Sadashiv Peth, Bhikardas Maruti Mandir, Pune 411030 INDIA
Mobile : +91 9421057600 / +91 9850992233
Email : charudattaaphale67@gmail.com



